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CHAPTER 3 FIRST. 


. ATALITY, alas! invariably go- 
verns all things in this World. 1 
form my judgment by my adven- 
ture; and not without reaſon. 
My Lord Cheſterfield, who: eſ- 
teemed me nth; had promiſed to 
B provide 


66 

| provide for me,---A living in his gift 
1 fell vacant---I flew to London — hav- i 
ing introduced myſelf to his Lord- 

| hip, 1 reminded him of his promiſes. 

| | He took me cordially by the hand, [ 
f and told me, that indeed I looked f 


| A very unwell. I returned for anſwer, | 


| that poverty was my, greateſt com- 
| phdine—— his. Londfhip- replied, thas | 
| he would have me cured ; and im- 7 
[| mediately gave me a letter to Mr. 
[| Sidrac, near Guildhall. l 
| I made no doubt but Mr. Sidrac 1 
was the perſon inſtructed to prepare | 
|. the inſtruments neceſſary for my in-. | 


ſtitution 


IC 


Ws; | 
＋ 


(2.7 


ſtitution to the preferment I had, ſo- 
licited. I haſtened to him. Mr. Six 


drac, who was his Lordſhip 8 Surgeon, 


immediately began to examine me; 
| and aſſured me, if I had the Stone, 
4 he was particularly happy in pertorm- 


ing that operation. 


It is neceſſary to obſerve, that his 


| Lordſhip underſtood I was much at- 
.. & flicted with that diſorder, and wiſh- 
a ed, with his uſual philanthropy, to 
1 have the operation performed at his 


> own expence. ------ He was deaf, as 


well as his brother, which I was not 


then apprized of. | 
B2 Dur- 


41 29 


During the time which I loſt in 


defending my bladder againſt Mr. | 


| Sidrac, who was determined to probe f 


me nolens volens, one of the two-and- 
fifty Candidates for this ſaid Benefice | 


my Living, and obtained it. 


7 


arrived at his Lordſhip's, aſked for 


I was in love with Miſs Fidler, L 


whom I was to have married as ſoon F 


as 1 was inſtituted. My Rival at 


once obtained my preferment and my | 


miſtreſs. 


Lord Cheſterfield having been ap- | 
prized of my Diſaſter, * and his miſ- 


take, promiſed to make me every re- 


para- 


in 


Mr. 


obe 
1d- 


ice | 


for 


er, 


(793 


paration---but died two days after.--- 


Mr. Sidrac demonſtrated to me, as 


clear as day, that my patron could 
not live a minute longer, conſidering 
the preſent ſtate of his Organs; and 
made it appear, that his deafneſs pro- 
ceeded only from the extreme dryneſs 
of the Cord and Tympanum of his 
Ear. He offered likewiſe to harden 
my Ears with ſpirit of wine ſo effect- 
ually, that 1 ſhould be deafer than 
any Peer of the Realm. 

I had learned that Mr, Sidrac was 


a very intelligent Man--- he inſpired 


me with a taſte for natural philoſo- 
phy; 


«E — * 
1 


* 
9 
a. Q— 
— 


( 10 *) 
phy---I ſaw beſides that he was a cha- 


ritable man, who would cut me gra- 
tis whenever I might have occaſion, 


get LE Vs 


and would relieve me in all accidents 


* Re = * - 
SIE —_— — 2 * 


that could happen near the neck of 
the Bladder. | [0 
I therefore began to ſtudy Nature 
under his direction, in order Vs con- 
ſole myſelf for the loſs of my Bene- 
fice and my Miſtreſs. 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 


Ar TER having made many obſer- 
vations on Nature with my five ſenſes, 
aided by Spectacles and Microſcopes, 
I one day ſaid to Mr. Sidrac, --- We 
are impoſed upon --- there is no ſuch. 
thing as Nature --- all is Art. It is 
by an admirable Art that all the Pla- 
nets regularly dance round the fun, 
while the ſrin performs its Revolutions 
round its own axis. Some Being, 


cer— 


( 12 ) 
certainly as wiſe as a member of the 
Royal Society, muſt have arranged 
all things fo ſcientifically, that the 
Square of the revolutions of each 
Planet 1s always proportioned to the 
cube root of their diſtance from their 
center; and he muſt have been a 
Conjurer indeed who could diſcover 
it by intuition, | 

The flux and reflux of our Thames 
appear to me the conſtant effect of an 
art equally profound and difficult to 
attain. Fa 


Animals---Vegetables---Minerals ; 


every thing ſeems to be arranged by 


weight, 


] 
ö 


1 
weight, meaſure, number, and mo- | 
1 ion; all things appear to me to be 


[ either ſpring, leaver, pulley, hy- 
Laune machine, or chemical labo- 
Fratory; from the humble blade of 


iN 
ſerafs to the majeſtic Oak; trom a 


, Jerain of Sand to the Clouds. 
4 All certainly is art, and nature 
is a chimera. ---- Your idea is cer- 


tainly right, interrupted Mr. Si- 


— 


r 
N 


drac, but not original, This has 
; already been ſaid by a dotard on 
Frhe other ſide of the Channel, but 


Lit has not been ſufficiently attend- 
C al 


(in) 
ed to. ----- What aſtoniſhes and 


pleaſes me moſt, ſaid Goodman, 


is, that by this incomprehenſible 


art two Machines always produce 


a third; and I very much regret ; 


that I have not made one with i 


Miſs Fidler : But I am well con- | 


vinced it was pre-determined from 
all eternity, that ſhe ſhould make 
uſe of another Machine. 
What you now ſay, replied Mr. 
Sidrac, has been often ſaid, and ſo 
much the better; it is the more N 


probable that you think right, --- 


Certainly, 


6109 
Certainly, it is very droll that two 


beings ſhould produce a third; 
but this is not the caſe with all 


beings. Two roſes do not, by 


their embrace, produce a third; 


two flints, two metals, do not pro- 


duce a third: and yet metals, 


ſtones, &c. are things which all 


the power of man cannot make. 


The great, the beautiful, and con- 


ſtant miracle is, that a Boy and Girl 


between them make a Child; that 


a Nightingale and his Female make 


a young Nightingale; but not when 


C 2 coupled 


( 16 ) 
coupled with a Linnet, We ought 1 
to ſpend one half of our lives 


in imitating them, and the other : 
in praiſing Him who invented the 


£ 


BE method, There are a thouſand Se- 


: 


ö 
N 
5 
| 
1 


crets in Generation equally curious 


and incomprehenſible, Newton 1 
ſays, that Nature is every where J 
N alike. 25 | 


| Natura eſt ubique fibi conſona. 


This is not true with regard to | 
Ps Fiſhes, aA Birds, ö 


. ——— . LE. 
dj e 3 


oc, nat 


1 
of making love: The variety 1s 
infinite; I am enraptured with 
the fabric of thinking and acting 
Beings. Vegetables have likewiſe 
their merit and eſtimation: I am 
aſtoniſhed that a grain of corn 
thrown upon the earth * ſhould 
produce many others. Ah! ſaid 
I,---like a fool as I was,---this hap- 
pens becauſe the corn muſt die to 
be born again, as ſchoolmen ſay. 
--- Mr. Sidrac, ſhrewdly ſmiling, 
replied, This might have been 


true in their time; but the mean- 
eſt 


( 18 ) 


1 ee.ſt labourer well knows now-a- 


days, that this is an abſurdity. 
Ah! Mr. Sidrac, pardon me! 1 


b was a Theologiſt, and one cannot 


—c TE 


lay aſide habits all at once, 


CHAPTER 


| 


ER 


CHAPTER THE THIRD. 


SomkTAE after this conver- 
ſation between poor Parſon Good- 
man, and the excellent Anatomiſt 
Sidrac, they met in St. James's 
Park ---- the Parſon wrapt in 
thought, and with an air more 
embarraſſed than an Algebraiſt 
who had juſt made a wrong cal- 
culation --- What ails you? ſaid 

Mr. 


) 
Mr. Sidrac — is it che Bladder or 


the colon that torments you? — 
Neither replied Goodman have 
juſt ſeen that inſolent Pedant the 
Biſhop of Glouceſter paſs by in an 
elegant Chariot while I was on foot 
this has irritated me. --- I have 
been thinking that if I wiſhed to 
have a Biſhopric * this kingdom, 
it 1s a thouſand to one I ſhould 
ſuceeed; there being at leaſt ten 
thouſand Clergy in England --- I 
am without a Patron, ſince the 
death of Lord Cheſterfield, and he 


Was 


K 


was Deaf · let us ſuppoſe that the 


Ten Thouſand Engliſh Clergymen 


have each two Patrons — in this 


caſe it will be Twenty Thouſand 
to one that I ſhall not have the 


Biſhopric---I cannot think of it 


with temper, 


1 remember that it was once 


# propoſed to me to go to the Eaſt 
Indies in the capacity of a Cabin 


Boy ---I was affured that I ſhould 


make a large fortune there, but I 


did not think myſelf qualified ever 
to become an Admiral; and after 
D having 


— a 
having examined all Profeſſions, I 


commenced and remain a Parſon, 
without being fit for any thing. 

Be no longer a Parſon, ſaid Si- 
drac, but make: yourſelf a Philoſo- j 


pher -- this Trade neither requires 


nor gives Riches. --- What is your 


Income ? =I have at preſent only 


Thirty Guineas a Year, and after 
the Death of an old Aunt I ſhall Ne 


have Fifty. Come, my dear 


Goodman, it is enough to live in- | 


dependently, and think freely 7 
Thirty Guineas make ſix hundred 
and 


(=) 
I, Band thirty Shillings, which is near 
„ Ji Shillings a Day--- Phillips only 
wiſhed to have one. --- With this 
i=, & certain income you may ſay what- 
- ever you pleaſe of the Eaſt India 


Company - the Parliament --- our 


Colonies ---the King ---of Beings 


Ir 
ly in general---of man and of God 
er — Which is certainly very pleaſing. 
Il — come and dine with me, it 


will ſave your Money — we'll 
1- Fargue together, and your thinking 
| 3 aculty will have the pleaſure of 
1 4 communicating itſelf with mine 


KY I | D 2 through 


( 24 ) 
through the Organs of Speech, | 
\ 


which is a moſt wonderful thing, | 
and what Men by no means ſuffi- 


ciently admire; 
aun 
* 
2 4 
1 
3 
I | 


| A. | CHAPTER 


CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 


1 Converſation between Doctor Good- 
man and the Anatomiſt Sidrac, re- 
 lative to the Soul and ſomething 
elſe. 


GOODMAN. 


6 ? Bor., my dear Mr. Sidrac, why 
do you always ſay my thinking fa- 


culty ? --- why not at once ſay my 
Soul ? 


( 26 ) 
Soul ?---this would be much ber- | 
ter, and I ſhould underſtand you j 


quite as well. 


StDRAc. 

That I will admit, but' I ſhould 
not underſtand myſelf A, clearly 
bees, and am fully convinced, that 
God has given me the Faculty of 


[ thinking and ſpeaking, but I nei- 
| [ ther feel, nor can I form an Idea, 
| whether he has given me a Being 
1 called a Soul. b 


GOODMAN, 


( a7 ) 


GOODMAN, 


J perceive indeed upon Reflec- 
tion that I alſo am in the dark, 


and that I have been a long time 


d | preſumptuous enough to believe I 
y knew it I have remarked that 
it the Oriental Nations call the Soul 
of 


dy a Name which ſignifies Life, 
* 4 and following their example the 
5 Latins at firſt underſtood by Anima 
- 5 the Lite of the Animal---among the 


27 Greeks, Reſpiration was called the 


Soul --- this Reſpiration is a breath; 


, the 


EZ 39) 


the Latins tranſlated the word 


breath by Spiritus from thence 


comes the Word which anfwers to 
Breath in almoſt all modern na- 
tions. --- As Nobody has ſeen this 
Breath, this Spirit, a Being has 


been formed of it which is inſenſi- 


ble to the ſight or to the touch --- 
it has been ſaid to lodge in our 


Body without having a place there 
--=- that it puts our Organs in mo- 


tion, without coming in contact 


with them --- indeed what has not 


been ſaid? --- All our Diſcourſes 
appear 


(2) 
appear to me to have been founded 
in Equivocations. ---I find that the 
Wiſe Locke has well perceived 
into what a Chaos theſe Equivo- 
f cations of all Languages have 
plunged the human Reaſon --- He 
has not given us a ſingle Chap- 
ter upon the Soul in the only 
Book of rational Metaphyſics that 
ever was written — and if in any 
place he by Accident makes uſe of 
the Word, he means nothing more 


than our Underſtanding. 
E. In 


( 30) 


In fact every one is conſcious 
that he poſſeſſes an Underſtand- 
ing --- that he receives Ideas --- 
that he «compounds and decom- 
pounds them ; but nobody diſco- 
vers in himſelf another Being which 


gives him Motions, Senſations and 


Thoughts --- It is ridiculous in the 


extreme to utter Words that are 
not underſtood, and to admit there 
are Beings of which there does not 
exiſt the fainteſt Trace or Know- 


ledge. 
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SIDRAC. I pe 


h 


SIDRAC. 


We are already then agreed up- 


on one thing, which has been the 


Object of diſpute ſo many ages, 


GOODMAN. 


And I wonder that we are a- 


greed, | 


SIDRAC, 


That is not at all aſtoniſhing, 


becauſe we are candid in our re- 


E 2 


| ſearches 


R 
ſearches after Truth ---If we were 
in the Forms of the Schools we 
ſhould argue like the Characters in 
Rabelais, ---If we lived in the 
Ages of that dreadful darkneſs 
which ſo long enveloped England, 
one of us would perhaps have the 
other burnt --- We live in an Age 
of Reaſon; we eaſily find out what 
appears to us the Truth, and we 
have ſufficient boldneſs to pro- 


nounce it. 


* 


| GOODMAN. 


rc 


(201 


GooDMan. 


Certainly --- but I am afraid that 
this Truth is of no great Couſe- 
quence We have performed ſome 
Prodigies in Mathematics which 
would aſtoniſn Apolonius and Ar- 


chimedes, and which might ren- 


der them our Scholars - but what 


have we diſcovered in Metaphy- 


fics ? --- our Ignorance, --- 


SIDRAC. 
And is this nothing ? --- You 


admit 


( 34 ) 

admit that the great Being has 
given you a F aculty of Thinking, 
as he has given to your Feet the 
power of walking, to your Hands 
the power of performing a thou- 
ſand Operations, to your Inteſtines 
the power of Digeſtion, to your 
Heart the power of forcing the 
Blood into the Arteries --- we de- 
rive every thing from him --- we 
were not able to give ourſelves 
any thing, and we ſhall always be 
Strangers to the manner which the 
Maſter of the Univerſe adopts to . 


conduct 


.. 

conduct us --- as to myſelf, — 
him Thanks for having convinced 
me that I knew nothing of the firſt 
Principles. 

It has always been a matter of 
enquiry and reſearch how the Soul 
acts upon the Body --- we ought 
firſt to know whether we have a 
Soul --- whether God has made us 
this preſent, or whether he has 
communicated ſomething to us as 
an Equivalent --- take it in what 
manner you . will, we are under 


Subjection to his Hand, he is our 
Maſter, 


1 
Maſter, and that bs the extent of 


my Knowledge. 


| GOODMAN. c 


| But at leaſt tell me your Con- Ja 


jectures concerning it — you have | 


diſſected the Brain you have ſeen Jt 


the Fœtus and Embrios --- have If 


—— — ͤ — — ä äWà4]œðu. OE 


+ you diſcovered in them any appear- f 


ance of Soul ? | t 


SIDRAC. 


Not the leaſt -- nor have I ever 


been 


, 
* — — * 2 * voce ag -- mm 
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2 _ 
2 adi 


1 


been able to comprehend how an 


mmaterial, immortal Being ſhould 
| odge nine Months uſeleſsly con- 
cealed in the moſt diſagreeable 
and offenſive part of the body 
--- it appeared difficult to me 
to conceive that this pretended 
ſimple Soul ſhould exiſt before the 
formation of its Body; becauſe 
to what purpoſe could it ſerve for 
Ages without being a human Soul? 
--- and then, how to imagine a 
ſimple Being ? --- a Metaphyſical 
Being, which during an Eternity 
| F expects 


11 
expects the Moment to animate 


ti 


becomes of this unknown Being iff 


Matter for a few Minutes ; --- what 


the Fœtus dies in the Mother's 
Womb ? | 18 
It appeared to me ſtill more IB 
ridiculous that God ſhould create 


a Soul at the very Moment of 


performing the rights of Love; it 
is doubtleſs a kind of Blaſphemy, Iv 
to ſuppoſe he ſhould wait for the 1 
conſummation of hid or tl 
]----t, to recompence thoſe Tur- 


Pitudes by creating Souls in their I 


Favor - 


. 


Or 


1 


Favor --- it is ſtill worſe to be told: 
that God out of nothing draws im- 
mortal Souls, in order to make 
them fuffer eternally incredible 
torments. --- What! burn ſimple 
Beings ? --- Beings that have no- 
thing in them combuſtible? --- 
how ſhould we contrive to burn 
the Tone of the Voice &---a Wind. 
which has paſſed away --- ſtill this 
Tone, this Wind were material in 
the little Moment of their Paſſage, 
---but a pure Spirit! a Thought! a 
Doubt! I am loſt in perplexity; 


F 2 and 


; 
| 
=. 
* 
1 
6 


find nothing but Obſcurity - Con- 


erful enough to give us Sentiments 


ment, Memory, and Induſtry, to 


( 40 ) 
and which ever way I turn myſelf I 


tradiction Chimera and Abſurdity 
--- but I am at my eaſe, when I 
ſay GOD 1s T MASTER ---he 
who makes the innumerable Stars 
gravitate towards each other --- he 


who made the Light is ſurely pow- 


and Ideas, without impoſing on us 
a neceſſity for an inviſible ſome- 
thing, called Soul. 

God has doubtleſs given. Senti- 


all 


( 41 ) 
all Animals --- he has given them 
Life, and it 1s full as handſome to 
make a Preſent of Lite as to make 
a Preſent of a Soul --- it is a ſuffi- 
ciently received Opinion that Ani- 
mals live, it is demonſtrated that 
they have Sentiment, becauſe they 
have the Organs of Sentiment 
now if they have all this without 
a Soul, why ſhall we be determined 


to have one? 


GOODMAN, 


( 42 ) 


GOODMAN. 


Perhaps it is through Vanity 
Jam perſuaded that if a Peacock 
could ſpeak, he would boaſt of his 
Soul, and ſay it is in his Tail. 
I am much inclined to conjecture | 
with you, 'that God has made ws! 
Eating, Drinking, Walking, Sleep- 
ing, Feeling, Thinking, full of Paſ- 
ſions, of Pride, and Miſery, with- 


out acquainting us with a Syllable 


of his Secret. We do not in the 


leaſt underſtand this Article better | 
than 


— 


eſtabliſhed the Laws of it there 


is ſome one who having made the 


LT 
than the Peacock I ſpoke of, and 


he who has ſaid that we are Born, 


Live, and Die without knowing 


how, has ſaid a great Truth. 


He who calls us the Puppets of 
Providence, has well - it appears 


to me---defined us; for in ſhort 


- , 
— 
— — — 2 


we require an infinity of Motions 
to our Exiſtence --- Now theſe Mo- 
tions do not proceed from our- 


ſelves; it is not we who have 


Light, makes it move from the 


Sun 


+ 0 0-3 
Sun to our Eyes, and to reach 
them in ſeven Minutes --- it is 
only by motion that my five Senſes 
are affected --- it is only by theſe 
five Senſes that I gain Ideas --- 
it is therefore the Author of the 
Motion who gives me my Ideas, 
and when he ſhall tell me in what 
manner he gives them to me, I 
will return him Thanks with all 
Humility. ---1 already return him 
many for having permitted me to 
- contemplate for ſome Years the 
magnificent SpeCtacle of this World 


=-- as 


1 * 


s 
as ſaid Epictetus --- it is true 
that he could render me more hap- 


Py, and enable me to enjoy a good 
Benefice, and my Miſtreſs Mas 


Fidler: but in ſhort, circumſtanced 


as I am with my fix hundred and 
thirty ſhillings a year, I am till 


under a great Obligation to him. 


SIDRAC. 


You fay that God can give you 
a good Benefice, and render you 


more happy than you are --- there 


G are 


3 


— 


—— ů — 


( 46 ) 
are People who will not allow you 
this Poſition --- do you not recol- 
lect that you yourſelf cornplained 
of a Fatality? It is not. allowed 
a Man who is a Parſon by : choice, 
to contradict himſelf - do you nat 
ſee that if you were in Poſſeſſion 
of the Living and the Woman you 
requeſted, that it would be you 
who would have made a Child 
with Miſs Fidler, and not your 
Rival --- the Child, of which ſhe 
would have been delivered, might 
have been a Cabin Boy, become 


an 


r 


IC 


in 


(. 47 ) 
in Admiral, gain a naval Battle at 
the Mouth of the Ganges, and. 
finiſh by dethroning the Great 
Mogul --- this alone would have 
changed the Conſtitution of the 
Univerſe --- there muſt have been 
a World very different from 54 
if your Competitor was not to 
ave the Living, nor to eſpouſe 
Miſs Fidler, and that you ſhould 
not be left with your ſix hundred 
and thirty Shillings waiting for the 
Death of your Aunt —- there is a 


hain throughout, and God will 


G 2 rot 


(48 ) 
not break that eternal Chain for 
my Friend Goodman. | 


Goopuax. 

I did not expect this Reaſoning 
when J ſpoke of Fatality, but in 
ſhort, if the matter ſtands thus, 
God is quite as much a Slave as 


I am. 


SIDRAC. - 


He is the Slave of his Will, of 
his Wiſdom, of thoſe fit Laws he 
has 


T 


of 
le 


as 


( 49. J 
has made, and of his neceſſary 


Nature --- he cannot violate them 


becauſe he cannot be Feeble --- 


Inconſtant -- Fickle like ourſelves; 


and becauſe a Being neceſſary e- 


ternal cannot undulate like a vane. 


GoobMAN. 
Mr. Sidrac, this might lead di- 
rectly to Irreligion --- for if God 


cannot produce any change in the 
Affairs of this World, to what 


purpoſe do we ſing his. Praiſes ?. 


— i 


| C ) 
to what good addreſs our Prayers 
to him ns 


* 


 SIDRAC. 


.- 


928 But who tells you to pray to 
God and to praiſe him? --- to be 
ſure he has much to do with 
your Praiſes, and Petitions --- We 


praiſe a Man becauſe we believe 


him vain--- we pray to him when 
we believe him weak, and becauſe 
we hope to make him alter his 


Opinion let us do our Duty to- 


wards 


th 


( 32.) 
wards God let us adore him 
let us be juſt --- theſe are our true 


Praiſes, and our true Prayers. 


| Goodman. 

Mr. Sidrac, we have taken poſ- 
ſeſſon of an extenſive Field for 
without reckoning Miſs Fidler we 
examine whether we have a Soul 
whether there is a God - whe- 


ther he can change whether we 


are intended for two Lives 
theſe are profound Studies; and 
perhaps 


lander --- he muſt certainly know 


(' $2 ) 


perhaps I never ſhould have turned 


my Thoughts to them if I had 
been. a Rector --- but fince I am 
quite at Leiſure I ſhall Fathom 
theſe neceſſary and ſublime Things. 0 


SIDRAC. 


Very well Doctor Grew, who 


dines with me To-morrow, 1s a 
very well informed Phyſician, he ſea, 
has made the Tour of the World fee 
with Mr. Banks and Doctor So- . 


God 
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God and the Soul the True and 

the Falſe · the Juſt and the Un- 
juſt, much better than thoſe who 
have never been out of Covent 

' E Garden --- moreover Dr. Grew has 
ſeen almoſt all Europe in his Youth; 

he has been a Witneſs of five or 

ſix Revolutions in Ruſſia; he has 

o frequently converſed with the Ba- 
a ſhaw Count Bonnevar, who - be- 
ae ame as is well known a per- 
ld fect Muſſulman at Conſtantinople 
o- he has been connected with 
e Papiſt Prieſt M Carthy, an 
1 Iriſhman, 


OW 


0d 


— wile. — — — 
- 
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Iriſhroan, who had his Foreſkin 
cut in Honor of Mahomet --- and 


with our Preſbyterian Scotchman 


Ramſay, who did the ſame, and 


afterwards ſerved in Ruſſia, and 


was killed in a Battle againſt the 
Swedes in F inland — in ſhort, he 
has converſed with the Reyerend 
Father Malagrida, who has ſince 
been burnt at Liſbon, becauſe the 

Holy Virgin had reve aled to him 
all ſhe did when ſhe was in the 
Womb of her Mother St. Ann. 


- You muſt eaſily conceive that 


a man, 


6 


a Man, like Doctor Grew, who 
has ſeen ſo many Things, muſt be 
the greateſt Metaphyſician in the 
World - To-morrow therefore you 


will dine with me. 


GoopMAx. 


And the Day after too, my dear 
Sidrac, for it will require more 
than one Dinner to gain a proper 


Information. 


H 2 CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 


Tur next Day the three 
Thinkers "dined together, and be- 


came a little gayer towards the 


end of their Repaſt --- as dining 
; Philoſophers generally do --- and 
began to divert themſelves with 
converſing on all the Follies and 
all the Horrors which are incident 


to 


5 
to the Animal Race, from the 
Southern Hemiſphere to the Arc- 
tic Pole --- and from Lima to 
Mecca --- this diverſity of Abomi- 
nations has ſomething nevertheleſs 
very amuſing in it it is a Plea- 
ſure to which Domeſtic Citizens, 
and Pariſh Curates, are utter Stran- 
gers; who only know their own 
Steeple, and believe all the reſt of 
the World is like Change Alley 
in London, or La Rue de la 


Huchette at Paris. 


(53) 
* T have obferved--- fays Doctor 
Grew --- that notwithſtanding the 
infinite Variety ſpread over this 
Globe, notwithſtanding all the Men 
whom I have ſeen, whether they 
are black with Wool --- black with 
Hair --- whether they are Copper 
coloured---Red---or Tawny---call- 
ing themſelves White; they have 
all equally two Legs, two Eyes, 
and one Head upon their Shoul- 
ders; whatever St. Auguſtine ſays 
of the matter - who in his Thirty- 


ſeventh Sermon aſſures us that he 


has 
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has ſeen a t, or Men with- 


out Heads --- Monoculi, or Men 
with only one Eye --- and Mono- 
pedes, who have only one Leg --- 
as to the Anthropophagi, I own 
that we are glutted with them, and 
that all the World has been the 
ſame. 

I have often been aſked whe- 
ther the Inhabitants of that im- 
menſe Tract of Land, called New 
Zealand, who are at this Day 
the moſt barbarous of all Barba- 
rians, were baptized --- I anſwered 


that 
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that I knew nothing of the mat- 
ter --- but they might be; for the 
Jews --- who were much more bar- 
barous than they --- had two Bap- 
tiſms inſtead of one --- the Bap- 
tiſm of Juſtice, and their domeſ- 
tic Baptiſm. | 

Indeed 1 know them well === 
ſaid Mr. Goodman, and I have 
had great Diſputes on this Sub- 
jiect with thoſe who think that we 
were the Inventors of Baptiſm --- 


no, Gentlemen, we have invent- 


ed nothing; we have only re- 
| . fined --- 


0 


fined --- but tell me I intreat you, 


Dr. Grew, out of the Eighty or 
Hundred Religions which you have 
ſeen in your Tour, which appear- 
ed to you the moſt agreeable * 
is it that of the Zealanders? or 


that of the Hottentots ? 


Docrox GREw. 


It is that of the Ifle of- Ota- 
heite without any Compariſon --- 


I have run over the two Hemiſ- 


pheres, but have ſeen nothing like 
I Otaheite, 
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6 
Otaheite, and its Religious Queen 
lt is in Otaheite that Nature 
has fixed her favorite Abode 
I have ſeen nothing any where 
elfe but Rogues in Maſquerade 
I have ſeen nothing but Knives 


who impoſe upon Fools --- Em- 


pirics who pilfer others of their 


Money to obtain an Authority, 


and who pilfer Authority to ob- 
tain Money with Impünity; who 
| ſell you Cobwebs that they may 
eat your Partridges ; who promiſe 
you Riches, and Pleafure, when 


there 


. 


there is nobody to enjoy either, 
in order that you may turn the 
Spit for them while they exiſt - 
By Heavens! it is not the ſame 
in the Iſland of Otaheite --- this 


- - - - ” 


that of Zealand and the Coun- 


tries of Caffraria --- and I'll ven- 
ture to fay than even our Eng- 
land ; becauſe Nature has favored 
it with a more fertile Soil --- it 
has given it the Tree which pro- 
duces Bread --- a Gift no leſs uſe- 
ful than admirable, and which it 

I 2 has 
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has beſtowed only on ſome Iſles of 


the South Sea --- Otaheite poſſeſſes 
likewiſe great Plenty of Poultry 


--- Pulſe --- and Fruits --- there is 


no neceſſity in a Country like this 
to eat our own Species but there 
is a Neceſſity more natural --- 
more {ſweet as more univerſal — 
which the Religion of Otaheite or- 
dains for the public Good, and 
univerſal Gratification of all reli- 


gious Ceremonies it is doubt- 


leſs the moſt reſpectable --- I have 


been an Eye-witneſs of it, as in- 


deed 


* 
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deed were the whole Ship's Crew; 
they have no Fables there of Miſ- 


ſionaries, which we ſometimes meet 


with in the edifying and curious 
Letters of thoſe. holy Fathers the 
Jeſuits --- Dr. John Hawkſworth 1s 
actually publiſhing an Account of 


our Diſcoveries in the Southern 


Hemiſphere * --- I have always ac- 


companied Mr. Banks --- this va- 


* This Work was written a ſhort Time 
beſore Dr. Hawkſworth's Death. 
+ Now Sir Joſeph Banks. 


luable 


(6) 
luable young Man, who has de- 
dicated his Time and Fortune in 
making Obfervations on Nature 
towards the Ant- arctic Pole 
while Meſſrs. Deakins and Wood 
returned from the Ruins of Palmira 
and Balbec, where they had pe- 
ruſed the moſt ancient Monu- 
ments 'of the Arts; and, while 
Sir William Hamilton taught the 
aſtoniſhed Neapolitans the natural 
_ Hiſtory of their Mount Veſuvyius--- 
in ſhort, I have ſeen in Company 
with Meſſieurs Solander, Banks, 


and 


G | 
and Cook, and a hundred others, 
what I am going to relate --- 

The Princeſs Obeira, Queen of 
the Iſland of Otaheite ------ 

The Coffee was at that Inſtant 
brought in, and after they had 
taken it Doctor Grew thus con- 
tinted his Narrative. 


1 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 


T HE Princeſs. Obeira, I ſay, 
after having loaded us with Pre- 
ſents, with a Politeneſs worthy of 
the Queen of England; was cu- 
rious to aſſiſt at our Engliſh Wor- 


ſhip We celebrated it with all 


the Pomp we could; ſhe invited 


us to hers in the Afternoon --- It 


was 


00 . 


was the fourteenth of May, 17693 
we found her ſurrounded by about 
a Thouſand Perſons of both Sexes 
in a Semi- circle, and in reſpectful 
Silence a beautiful young Girl, 
ſimply dreſſed, lay in an Alcove 
which ſerved for an Altar Queen 
Obeira ordered a handſome Youth 
about Twenty to perform the Sa- 
crifice --- he pronounced a ſort of 
Prayer and aſcended the Altar --- 
the two Sacrificers were half naked 
--- the Queen, with a majeſtic Air, 
taught the young Victim the moſt 


K convenient 
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convenient manner of conſummat- 
ing the Sacrifice - all the Ota- 
heitans were ſo attentive, and ſo 
reſpectful, that none of our Sailors 
dared to diſturb the Ceremony by 
an indecent Smile --- this I fay is 
what J have ſeen, and our Crew 
has cen the fame -<- leave the 
inference to you. | 

This facred Solemnity does not 
aſtoniſn me, ſays Mr. Goodman 
I am convinced it is the firſt 
Feaſt that Man ever celebrated 
and I do not ſee why we ſhould 


not 


(1 


not pray to God when we are go- 


ing to make a Being after his o.] 
Image, as well as we ſhould pray 
before an Entertainment which 
ſerves to ſupport our Bodies --- 
Labouring to produce a reaſonable 
Creature is an Action the moſt 
Noble, and the . moſt Holy --- 
ſuch was the Opinion of. the firſt 
Indians, who revered the Lingam 
Symbol of Generation --- the 
antient Ægyptians, who carried in 
Proceſſion the Phallus --- the Gas 
clans, who. erected the Temple to 


K 2 Priapus 
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Priapus -i I may be allowed 
to quote the miſerable little Na- 
tion of the Jews, thoſe aukward 
Mimics of all their Neighbours 
— it is written in their Books that 
this People worſhipped Priapus, 
and that the Queen Mother of the 
Jewiſh King Afar was his High 
Prieſtefs. 

Whatever may be the meaning 
of it, it is very probable that no 
People ever eſtabliſhed, nor ever 
could eftabliſh, a Worſhip through 
Libertiniſm --- Debauchery ſteals 


in 


1 
in imperceptibly, but the Inſtitu- 
tion in always pure and innocent, 
— Our firſt Love Feaſts, in which 
the Boys and Girls modeſtly kiſſed 
each others Lips, degenerated flow 
enough into Aſſignations and Infi- 
delities --- and would to God 1 
could facrifice with Miſs Fidler 
before Queen Obeira, in all good- 
neſs and in all honor --- that cer- 
tainly would be the fineſt Day, and 
the moſt handſome Action of my 
Life. | | 


#4; 


1 
unn e ere 


remained ſilent becauſe Mr. Good- 


man and Doctor Grew had been 
continually ſpeaking — at laſt 


broke through his Taciturnity, and 


ſaid --- I am raviſhed with Admi- 


ration at all I have heard ---- 


.Queen Obeira appears to me the 


fineſt Queen of the Southern --- 
not to ſay of both Hemiſpheres. 
--- But, amidſt ſo much Glory and 
Felicity, there is one Circumſtance 
makes me ſhudder, which Mr. 
Goodman has dropped a Hint of, 


and 


1 


and to which you have made no 


reply. Is it true, Doctor Grew, 


that Captain Wallis — who aa- 
chored in this happy Iſle before 
you — carried thither the molt 
horrible Scourges of the Earth --- 
the two Pes? Alas! --- rejoined 
the Doctor --- the French accuſe 
us of it, and we accuſe the French 
--- Mr. Bougainville ſays, that it 
was the curſed Engliſh who p**#*d 
Queen Obeira; and Mr, Cook 
pretends that the Queen caught it 
of Mr. Bougainville himſelf MY 

| be 


— 
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be that as it may, the P**#s are 
like the fine Arts --- we know not 
who invented them, but in Time 
they make the Tour of Europe, 
Aſia, Africa, and America. 

I have long, ſays Sidrac, prac- 
ticed Surgery, and I confeſs that 
I owe the greateſt Part of my 
Fortune to this ſaid Pꝰx; but I 
do not deteſt it the leſs --- Mrs. 


Sidrae communicated it to me the 
firſt Night of our Nuptials; and 
being a Woman. extremely deli- 
cate, with reſpect to any thing 
| that 


1 
that might wound her Honor, ſhe 
publiſhed in all the London Newſ- 
papers that ſhe was undoubtedly 
. by an unclean Diſorder, 


but chat ſhe had brought it from 


her Mother's Womb, and that it 


was an old family Diſtemper. 
What did Nature — as we call 
her --- think of, when ſhe poured 
this Poiſon into the Springs of 
Life? --- it has been ſaid, and I 
repeat, that it is the moſt enormous 
and moſt deteſtable of all Contra- 
diftions ! --- What! --- Man has 
L 


been 


* 
been made they ſay after God's 
own. Image. 

Finxit in Efgium moderantum cunfia 
Deorum. | 
And it is in the ſpermatic Veſſels 
of this Image that Grief --- In- 
fection --- and Death are planted 
— What will become of the fol- 
lowing Obſervation of a certain 


eminent Poet? 


<« Love would make us worſhip God in 


a Country of Atheiſts.“ 


Alas! then --- exclaimed the 
good Doctor Goodman --- I have 


perhaps 


aw * 
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perhaps to thank Providence that 
I have not married my dear Miſs 
Fidler; for who can tell what 
. have happened ? --- We are 


never certain of any thing in this 
World. At all Events, Mr. Si- 
drac, you have promiſed me your 
Aſſiſtance in whatever concerns my 
Bladder. ---I am at your Service, 
anſwered Sidrac; but you muſt 
diſperſe theſe gloomy Ideas. 
Goodman ſeemed by this Lan- 
guage to foreſee his Deſtiny. 


FR CHAPTER 
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| CHAPTER THE SEVENTH, 


Tur next Day the three Phi- 
loſophers agitated the great Queſ- 
tion | 
M bat is the Primum Mobile of all 
human Actions? | 
Goodman „ who had always at 
Heart the Loſs of his Benefice 
and his Well-beloved, faid, that the 


Principle 


* 
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Principle of all Things is Love 


and Ambition. --- Grew, who had 


ſeen more of the World, ſaid thar - 
it was Money. --- And the great 
Anatomiſt Sidrac inſiſted that it 


was a CLOSE STOOL. --- The two 


Gueſts remained quite aſtoniſhed, 
and thus the learned Sidrac proved 
his Theſis --- | | 

I have ever obſerved, that all 
the Affairs of this World depend 
upon the Opinion and Will of a 
principal Perfonage ---- whether 
King --- or Prime Miniſter --- or 
_—_ Firſt 
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Firſt Secretary. --- Now, this Opi- 
nion, and this Will,” are the im- 
mediate Effect of the Manner in 
which the animal Spirits filter 
themſelves intò the back part of 
the Brain, and from thence into 5 
the ſpinal Marrow. Theſe ani- 
mal Spirits depend upon the Cir- 
culation of the Blood --- this Blood 
depends upon the Formation of 
the Chyle - this Chyle elaborates 
itſelf into the capillary Veins of 
the Meſentery --- this Meſentery is 
connected with the Inteſtines by 
the 


149 


the fineſt Threads --- theſe Inteſ- 
tines --- if 1 may be allowed the 
Expreſſion --- are filled with Ex- 
crement. Now, notwithſtand- 
ing the three Coats of each In- 
teſtine, it is nevertheleſs pierced 
like a Sieve; for all nature is lu-, 
minous and tranſparent, and there 
is not a Grain of Sand ſo imper- 
ceptible, but has at leaſt more than' 
five hundred Pores. A thouſand 
Needles might be made to paſs 
through a Cannon Ball, could they 


be procured ſufficiently” fine and 


ſtrong. 
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ſtrong. --- What then is the Con- 


dition of a coſtive Man? - the 
thinneſt and moſt delicate Elements 
of his Excrement mix with the 
Chyle in the Azelliar Veins, then 
to the Vena Portæ, and from thence 
into the Receptaculm Chylæ, paſs 
into the Subclavian Veins, enter 
into the Heart of the moſt gallant 


Man, and moſt coquetiſn Woman 


--- It. 1s an excremental Acrimony 


which pervades the whole Syſtem 
--- If this ſubtle diſtillation over- 
flows the Membrane, Veſſels, and 

Glands, 


r 
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Glands,. of a Man of an atrabi- 
lious Habit, his ill Temper be- 
comes Ferocity - che Whites of 
his Eyes ſhew a gloomy Redneſs, 
kis Lips are glued together, his 
Face diſplays all che Colors of the 
Rainbow, and he wears a threat- 
ening Aſpect do not approach 
him --- if he js a Miniſter of State 
take care not to preſent a Peti- 
tion to him; he looks upon every 
Paper as a mere Aſſiſtant, which 
he makes uſe of agreeable to the 
ancient abominable Cuſtom af che 
M Euro- 
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Europeans --- Inform yourſelf im- 
mediately by his favorite Valet de 
Chambre whether his Lordſhip 
has had a Stool that Morning. 
This is of more importance 
than you may imagine --- Coftive- 
neſs has ſometimes produced the 
moſt bloody Scenes --- My Grand- 
father, who lived to the age of an- 
hundred, was Apothecary to Oli- 
ver Cromwell --- he has often told 
me that Cromwell had not been at 
the: Water Cloſet for eight Days 
when he had his King beheaded. - -- 
| All 
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All thoſe who are a little ac- 
quainted with the Affairs of the 
Continent know, that the Duc de 
Guiſe ſurnamed the Balafrè - 
was often adviſed not to irritate 
Henry the Third in Winter, du- 
ring a North-Eaſt Wind --- this 
Monarch it is well known went ta 
Stool with the utmoſt difficulty -- 
the Particles aſcended to his Brain, 
at which Time he would commit 
the greateſt Acts of Violence; the 
Duc de Guiſe did not pay Atten- 
tion to this ſalutary Advice --- 


M 2 what 
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what was the Conſequence? --- 
his Brother and he were aſſaſſi- 
hated. 2 
Charles the Ninth, his Prede- 

keſſor, was the moſt eoſtive Man 
in his Kingdom -- the Conduits 
of his Colon, and of his Rectum, 
were ſo ſtopped; that at laſt his 

' Blood ſtarted through his Potes,--- 

It is but too well known that this 
aduſt Conſtitution was one of the 
principal Cauſes of Saint Bartho- 
tomew. ack 


On the contrary --- Perſons of a 
: | full 
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full Habit of Body, have no Ob- 
ſtruction in the Viſcera or Biliary 
Du& --- the periſtaltic Motion is 
eaſy and regular --- every Morning 
after Breakraſt they have a pleaſant 
Stool, which they perform as eaſy 
as they ſpit --- thoſe Perſons --- 
the Favorites of Nature are 
ſweet, good-humovred, affable, 
gracious, anticipating,  compaſſi- 


onate, obliging; a No in their 


Mouths ſounds more agreeable than 
a Vs, in the Mouth of a coftive 
Man, 


The 


/ 
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„ 
The Water Cloſet is of ſuck 
Conſequence, that a Looſeneſs of- 


ten renders a Man puſillanimous. 


A Dyſentery removes Courage - 
Do not propoſe to a Man enfee- 
bled by watching - by a ſlow 
Fever --- and by fifty putrid De- 


jections, to attack a Half-moon 
in open Day --» it is for that Rea- 
ſon I cannot believe that 'our 
whole Army. had the Dylentery at 
the Battle of : Agincourt --- as it 
is pretended --- and gained a Vic: 
tory with their Breeches down --- 


Some- 


( 92 ) 

Some of the Soldiers might have 
had a Looſcnefs from having fur- 
keited themſelves with bad Grapes 
on their March --- and Hiſtorians 
have ſaid, that all the ſick Army 
fought bare a---'d, and that in 
order to conceal that Circumſtance 
from the French Petit Maitres, 
they fairly beat them out of the 
Field, according to the Expreſſion 
of the Jeſuit Daniel. 


Et voila juſtement comme on ecrit l' Hiſtoire. 


And it is thus that Hiſtory is written. 
In 


(3 
In the ſame manner the French 
have all repeated one after ano- 
ther, that our great Edward the 
Third, ordered ſix Citizens of Ca- 
lais to be delivered to him with a 
Rope about their Necks, | becauſe 
they had dared to protract the 
Siege with Courage, and that his 
Wife at laſt obtained their Pardon 
by her Tears. --- Theſe Romancers 
do not know that it was cuſtomary 
in thoſe barbarous Times for the 
Citizens to preſent themſelves be- 


fore 
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fore their Conquerors, with Ropes 
about their Necks, when they 
had held out too long in defence 
of any paltry Town --- but ſurely 
the generous Edward had no de- 
fire to ſtrangle thoſe ſix Hoſtages, 
whom he loaded with preſents and 
Honors. ---I am tired of all the 
Fooleries with which ſo many pre- 
tended Hiſtorians have ſtuffed their 
Chronicles, and of all the Battles 
they have ſo ill deſcribed ---- I 
would as ſoon believe that Gideon 
gained a Victory with three hun- 

N dred 


. 
. 
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. dred Slingers --- Thank God I no 
longer read any but Natural Hiſ- 
tory; provided a Burnet--- a Whiſ- 
um! --- and a Woodward do not 
fatigue me with their curſed Syſ- 
tems; that a Mallet no longer tells 
me that the Iriſh Sea produced 
Mount Caucaſus, and that our 
Globe is made of Glaſs --- provi- 
ded they do not give me lit- 
tle Bullruſhes for voracious Ani- 
mals, and Coral for Inſects - 
provided that Empirics do not in- 
ſolently offer me their Reveries 


for 


1 


for Truths --- I ſet more value on 
a good Regimen which keeps my 
Humors in Equilibrium, and pro- 
cures me an eaſy Digeſtion, and 
a ſound Sleep ---- Drink warm 
when it freezes --- drink cool in 
the Dog Days --- not too much 
nor too little of any thing --- Di- 
geſt, —- Sleep --- take your Plea- 
ſure, and laugh at the xeſt. 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH, 


A S Mr. Sidrac uttered theſe 
Words, Mr. Goodman was inform- 
ed that the Steward of the late 
Lord Cheſterfield was at the Door 
in his Chariot, and aſked to ſpeak 
with him on an Affair of a very 
preſſing Nature. --- Goodman ran 


to receive the Orders of the Stew- 


ard, 


( 921 
ard, who having requeſted him to 
go i Stairs, ſaid ---- Sir, you 
doubtleſs know what happened to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidrac the firſt 
Night of their Marriage ? 
Yes, Sir, he lately related to 


me that little Adyenture. 
Well, then! the ſame has hap- 


pened to the pretty Miſs Fidler 


and to the Incumbent her Huſ- 
band --- the next Day they beat 
each other --- the Day after they 
were ſeparated, and the poor Par- 
ſon has loſt his Benefice, ---I love 

Miſs | 


— 
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( 98.) 
Miſs Fidler I know that ſhe 
loves you ſhe has no diſlike to 


me --- I am above the little diſ- 
grace which was the Cauſe of their 
Divorce --- I am in -Love, and 
Intrepid --- give up Miſs Fidler to 


me and I will procure you the 


Living, which is worth a hun- 
dred and fifty Guineas a Year --- 
I only give you ten Minutes to 


conſider of it. 


The Propoſition, Sir, is deli- 
cate J ſhall conſult the Philo- 
ſophers, Mr, Sidrac and Doctor 


Grew, 


( 99 ) 


Grew, and ſhall return to you 
without delay. 

He flew back to his two Coun- 
ſellors --- I ſce, ſays he, that Di- 
geſtion does not alone govern the 
Affairs of this World, and that 
Love, Ambition, and Money have 
a great Share in them. ---- He 
opened his Caſe and begged they 
would decide it ---- They both 
concluded that with a hundred and 
fifty Guineas he might have all 
the Girls in his Pariſh, and Miſs 


Fidler into the Bargain. 


Goodman 
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( 400 ) 


Goodman perceived the Wiſ- 


the Cure he obtained Miſs Fid- 
„ ler in ſecret; which was much 
more agreeable than to have her 
for a Wife --- Mr. Sidrac occa- 
ſionally beſtowed his good Offices 


upon them --- he is become one of 


* 


the moſt terrible Preachers in Eng- 
land, and is more perſuaded than 
ever of the Fatality which governs 


all Things in this World. 
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dom of this Deciſion ; he obtained - 


— 
1 


